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MESSAGE

| felicitate Director General, National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) and his
team of officers and staff for bringing out the report 'Accidental Deaths and Suicides in
India’ for the year 2008 which is an annual publication presenting detailed information
on various aspects of accidents and suicides taking place in the country.

Various social, economic, demographic and other stresses relevant to the
situation prevailing in the modern society lead people to put an end to their life.
Similarly, accidents — those caused by nature and otherwise — result in many deaths.
These premature deaths and injuries resulting from the accidents are an irreparable
loss to the concerned families, the society and the Nation. Whether these deaths and
Injuries could be prevented by human intervention would be of immense interest to the
researchers, social scientists, law enforcement agencies, policy makers and other

stakeholders and they would therefore need detailed and latest data on these
phenomena.

It Is In this context that this annual publication of NCRB becomes useful with its
detailed data on various aspects of accidental deaths and suicides. | hope that this
pubfication will help stakeholders in gaining insight in various aspects of the problems
and planning appropriate remedial measures and strategies.

| also take this opportunity to thank all the State Governments/UT
Administrations and Heads of various Law Enforcement Agencies for their cooperation
In providing the required information. However, | would request them to provide this
Information by the month of February next year so that the report may be brought out by
April 2010 in order to make the report more useful and timely.

| am happy to note that NCRB has digitized the report pertaining to the previous
years and made them available on its website. | hope this initiative of the Bureau will go
a long way In helping the stakeholders in referencing the data of different years.

Ce—"]

(ANITA CHAW’W
December, 2009 I

New Delhi

"Please visit our website at http://mha.nic.in”
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FOREWORD

'‘Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India' contains comprehensive
information on various aspects of deaths due to accidents and suicides. Present
issue relates to year 2008 and it is the 42" in the series. The first issue of this

report pertained to the year 1967.

Accidents — man-made and natural — and suicides are among the two
most important phenomena leading to pre-mature end of precious human lives.
Accidents resulted in a total of 3,14,704, 3,40,794 and 3,42,309 deaths during
2006, 2007 and 2008 respectively, thereby showing an increasing trend. An
increasing trend in the incidence of suicides during the same period is also
discernible with 1,18,112, 1,22,637 and 1,25,017 suicides taking place during
the years 2006, 2007 and 2008 respectively. These trends are a cause of
concern to every class of the society, be it researchers, law enforcément
agencies, social scientists, policy makers or an ordinary citizen because these
deaths are a loss not only for the family members of the deceased but also to the
society at large. Devising effective preventive measures and strategies to combat
these phenomena calls for detailed information. This publication seeks to fulfill
these requirements of policy makers as it contains information on not only the
incidence of accidental deaths and suicides but also many other details. The
publication has been found useful for preparing replies to Parliament Questions

relating to various Ministries, research purposes, media appraisals etc.



Some improvements have been attempted in the maps. With a view to
benefit the stakeholders from all walks of life, this Bureau has, on its own
initiative, digitized this report pertaining to previous years and made them

available on the website of NCRB.

| am grateful to the heads of Police of all the States, UTs and Mega Cities
for making publication of this report possible by their cooperation in providing the
data to us. We have been striving to reduce the time-lag in publishing this report
as much as possible but it can be done only with the cooperation of States/UTs. |
will take this opportunity to request the Police authorities of States/UTs to provide
us the complete and consistent data by the month of February so that the rerﬁort

may be published by April every year.

| hope this issue will meet the requirements of various stakeholders. | also
take this opportunity to record my appreciation of the sincere efforts of the
officers and staff of the Statistical Branch of the NCRB who have toiled hard to

bring out this report.

| would appreciate if the readers could kindly send their suggestions to us
in the feedback form attached at the end of this report to further improve the

content and quality of the publication.

29
(Rajiv Mathur) h-fos

December, 2009
New Delhi



DISCLAIMER

The information given in this report has been obtained through
State/U.T Police. All precautions have been taken to ensure that the
data is statistically consistent. NCRB has only compiled and collated the
data and presented it in the form of this report. NCRB shall not be
responsible for authenticity of this information. However, any
discrepancy observed in this report may be brought to the notice of the

Bureau.

LIMITATION

The actual census population of mega cities for the year 2001 has
been used for calculating crime rates like previous few years in the

absence of current mid-year population estimates of these cities.
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GLOSSARY

Accidental Death:
Death caused by an accident or a natural calamity.
Accidental Death Rate:
Number of Accidental Deaths per one lakh of population during a given period of time.
Suicide:
Deliberate termination of life.
The essential ingredients of a suicide are: (i) It should be an un-natural death, (i) the
desire to die should originate within him/herself, (iii) there should be a reason for ending
the life.
Suicidal death rate:
Number of suicidal deaths per one lakh of population during a given period of time.
Crude Death Rate:
Number of Deaths per one thousand of population during a given period of time.
Euthanasia or Assisted Suicide:
Bringing about a gentle, easy and painless death intentionally.

Offence:

The word offence means Act/Omission made punishable by any law for the time being in
force.

Mega city:

City having population of 10 lakh or more as per census 2001.

(v)



SNAPSHOTS-2008

ACCIDENTAL DEATHS

Total 3,42,309 accidental deaths in the country during the year 2008.

A total of 6,32,102 cases of ‘Un-Natural Accidents’ caused 3,18,316 deaths and rendered
4,98,124 people injured during 2008.

Male Female Victim Ratio — 77:23.

0.4% increase in Accidental Deaths was reported over the previous year.
& 4.6% decrease in deaths by causes attributable to nature.
& 0.8% increase in deaths by un-natural causes.

¢  Maharashtra accounting for 9.3% of country’s population has reported almost one sixth
(18.3%) of accidental deaths due to unnatural causes. Andhra Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh accounting for 7.2% and 6.0% respectively of the country’s population have
reported 9.1% and 9.7% respectively of such deaths.

¢  Males out-numbered females in all kinds of accidental casualties due to unnatural causes
at the National level except ‘Fire Accidents’ (where 67.2% of those killed were females as
compared to 32.8% males).

¢  The major un-natural causes of Accidental Deaths were (i) Road Accidents (37.1%),
(i) Drowning (8.5%), (i) Railway Accidents and Rail-Road Accidents (8.3%), (iv)
Poisoning (7.6%) and (v) Sudden Deaths (7.1%).

¢  Atotal of 4,45,468 ‘Traffic Accidents’ were reported during the year comprising 4,15,855
‘Road Accidents’, 2,134 ‘Rail-Road Accidents’ and 27,479 ‘Other Railway Accidents’. It is
observed that the rate of deaths per thousand vehicles has decreased from 1.4 in 2004 to
1.3in 2008.

‘Road Accidents’ in the country have increased by 3.2% during 2008 compared to 2007.
21.2% victims of Road Accidents were occupants of "Truck/Lorry'.

Rate of Accidental Deaths per thousand vehicles was highest in Arunachal Pradesh at 5.7
followed by Sikkim at 3.6.

¢  The month-wise distribution of ‘Road Accidents’ has shown maximum number of
accidents during April (38,059) and May (37,912) and least in the month of September
(32,217).

¢  Maximum ‘Road Accidents’ (66,811) were reported during 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

¢  Maximum ‘Rail-Road Accidents’ occurred during the months of September (192) and
March (191).

¢ The maximum number of ‘Other Railway Accidents’ were reported during the months of
August (2,444) and October (2,426).

¢ Tamil Nadu has reported maximum number (60,409) Road accidents accounting for 14.5%
of such accidents in the country. Uttar Pradesh has reported 806 cases (37.8%) of Rail-
Road accidents and Maharashtra has reported 8,420 cases (30.6%) of other Railway
accidents.

* The share of accidental deaths due to causes attributable to Nature has decreased from
7.4% in 2007 to 7.0% in 2008.

(vi)



ACCIDENTAL DEATHS

¢ No deaths due to causes attributable to Nature have been reported from Goa,
Lakshadweep and Puducherry.

10.6% victims of accidental deaths attributable to nature were due to Lightning.
¢ Only 0.3% victims of accidental deaths attributable to nature were due to Epidemic.

¢  Children’s population (up to 14 years age) as per census 2001 was 30.4% of the total
population; accidental deaths of children accounted for 6.7% of total such deaths.

¢ Most of the victims of accidents were aged between 15 to 44 years. This group of people
has accounted for nearly two-third (61.5%) of all persons killed in accidents in the country
during the year.

¢ D & N Haveli and Puducherry have reported highest rate of accidental deaths, reporting
97.0 deaths per lakh population each as compared to National average of 29.7.

¢ T77.7% (241 out of 310) deaths attributable to nature in Chhattisgarh were due to Lightning
and 72.5% (79 out of 109) deaths due to un-natural causes in Sikkim were due to Road
Accidents alone.

¢ Mizoram has reported a major increase of 288.7% (71 deaths in 2007 to 276 deaths in
2008) followed by Nagaland (131 deaths in 2007 to 230 deaths in 2008 i.e. an increase of
75.6%) while Lakshadweep has shown a decline of 25.0% (4 in 2007 to 3 in 2008) during
2008.

¢  The lowest accidental death rate was reported from Lakshadweep (4.3).
. ‘Accidental Death’ rate was highest in Pune (100.2) among cities.

. Allahabad city has reported 135.0% increase in accidental deaths (from 411 in 2007 to
966 in 2008).

¢ Delhi city among 35 mega cities has reported the highest number of deaths by causes
attributable to Nature (50.9%) followed by Hyderabad (15.9%).

¢ Allnatural accidental deaths in Lucknow were due to 'Cold and Exposure'.

¢ In Lucknow and Agra 89.1% and 75.6% respectively of total un-natural accidental deaths
were due to 'Road Accidents' alone.

¢ Delhi city accounted for 29.0% deaths of pedestrians while Lucknow city reported 13.5%
deaths of bicycle riders in 35 mega cities.

¢  Kolkata, the second largest city in terms of population (12.3% of the population of all mega
cities) among 35 cities after Mumbai (15.2%), reported accidental death rate of 6.6 as
compared to 53.0 reported by Mumbai.

(vii)




SNAPSHOTS-2008

SUICIDES

14 Suicides took place every hour.

¢ More than one lakh persons (1,25,017) in the country lost their lives by committing
suicide during the year 2008.

¢ ltis observed that social and economic causes have led most of the males to commit
suicides whereas emotional and personal causes have mainly driven females to end
their lives.

¢ Suicides because of ‘Family Problems’ (23.8%) and 'lliness’ (21.9%) combined
accounted for 45.7% of total Suicides.

¢ The number of suicides due to 'lllegitimate Pregnancy' and 'ldeological Causes/Hero
Worshipping' showed a significant increase of 50.6% and 50.2% respectively.

¢ 1 each in every 3 suicide victims was a youth (15-29 years) and middle aged (30-44
years)

¢ The overall male:female ratio of suicide victims for the year 2008 was 64:36, however,
the proportion of Boys : Girls suicide victims (upto 14 years of age) was 49:51.

¢ Nearly 46.1% of the suicide victims were married males while 24.2% were married
females.

¢ Five States — Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh-
accounted for 64.6% of suicide victims in the age group 60 years and above.

70.3% of the suicide victims were married while 22.1% were un-married.
25.3% of the suicide victims were primary educated and 23.7% were middle educated.
1 suicide for every 5 suicide is committed by a Housewife.

39.8% of suicide victims were self employed while only 7.2% were un-employed and
12.5% were salaried.

Government servants were merely 1.7% of the total suicide victims.

West Bengal (11.9%), Tamil Nadu (11.5%), Andhra Pradesh (11.5%), Maharashtra
(11.5%) and Karnataka (9.8%) contributed 56.2% of total suicide victims.

¢ West Bengal has reported the highest number (accounting for 13.3%) of suicidal deaths
during the year 2006, but its share went down to 12.1% in 2007 and went up to 11.9% of
total suicides in 2008.

¢ Southern States viz. Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu have
accounted for 39.7% of total suicides reported in the country.

¢ Sikkim has reported 48.2 suicidal deaths per one lakh of population as against the
National average of 10.8.

* & o o
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SUICIDES

¢ About half (52.0%) children suicide victims belonged to five states — West Bengal,
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Orissa and Madhya Pradesh out of 2,381 suicide victims.

¢ Sikkim reported the highest rate of suicide (48.2) followed by Puducherry (46.9), A & N
Islands (34.5), Kerala (25.0) and D & N Haveli (22.6).

¢ Sikkim has reported significant increase in Suicides in 2008 over 2007 (an increase of
135.2%) followed by Nagaland (75.0%).

¢ The highest number of Mass/Family Suicides cases were reported from Bihar (102)
followed by Rajasthan (86) and Andhra Pradesh (40) out of 290 cases.

¢ 34.8% of the suicide victims consumed poison; 32.2% of the victims died by hanging,
8.8% by Fire/Self-immolation and 6.7% by Drowning. The trend of Suicide by Hanging
has been mixed during last 3 years (32.8% in 2006, 31.7% in 2007 & 32.2% in 2008)
while Suicide by Poisoning has shown static trend in 2007 and 2008 (35.5% in 2006,
34.8% in 2007 and 34.8% in 2008).

¢ Bengaluru (2,396), Chennai (1,309), Mumbai (1,111) and Delhi (1,107) — the four cities
together have reported 45.3% of the total suicides reported from 35 mega cities.

¢ Bengaluru city has reported the highest rate of 42.1 and Kolkata reported the lowest rate
at 1.4 only among 35 cities.

¢ The pattern of suicides reported from 35 cities showed that ‘Hanging’ (45.7%),
‘Poisoning’ (21.3%) and ‘Fire/Self Immolation’ (13.2%) were the prominent means
adopted by the suicide victims in the cities.

¢ There is significant increase in number of suicides (69.2%) in Amritsar (from 26 in 2007
to 44 in 2008) while Chennai showed sharp decline of 43.4% (from 2,313 suicides in
2007 to 1,309 suicides in 2008).

& The suicide rate in cities (12.1) was higher as compared to All-India suicide rate (10.8).
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